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3i6 Book Notices. [May, 

Kirkpatrick's The Book of Psalms. 

The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges. The Book of Psalms ; 
with introduction and notes, by the Rev. A. F. Kirkpatrick, B. D., Fellow 
of Trinity College, Cambridge ; Regius Professor of Hebrew. Book i. 
Psalms i.-xli. Pp. Ixxix., 227. Cambridge : At the University Press. New 
York : Macmillan and Co. 1891. Price 90 cents. 

This book has been long and anxiously waited for, as well as that other 
promised volume on the same subject by Professor Cheyne. Now that it has 
come, will it satisfy us ? No popular commentary has ranked higher than that 
of the same author, Prof. Kirkpatrick, on the Books of Samuel. It is this fact 
which has led to expectations so high concerning the volume on the Psalms. 

The introduction discusses in Chap. I., " the Book of the Psalms," in which 
the author's point of view is announced ; critical and historical study is essential, 
. . . criticism is not the enemy but the handmaid of devotion. . . 
. . . Yet the true meaning is not Hmited to the 'original" sense, if 
by this is meant only that which the writers could recognize in their own 
words. The words of these inspired poets were so shaped and moulded by the 
Holy Spirit that they might grow and expand with the growth of revelation, 
and ' gather wealth in the course of the ages.' " 

Chapter 11. considers the position, names, numbering, and divisions of the 
Psalter, but contains nothing which deserves special mention. In chapter HI. 
the titles are discussed, with the conclusion that they " do not contain certain 
information as to their authors, and many of the Psalms bearing the name of 
David or Asaph can not have been written by them ;" but ' ' we are not justi- 
fied in rejecting the titles as blind and worthless conjectures. A sober criticism 
will allow them a certain weight." In Chapter IV., under "authorship and age 
of the Psalms," the ordinary conservative position is taken, that David was the 
author of many, and that the existence of Maccabean Psalms is altogether 
doubtful. Chap. V. on the collection and growth of the Psalter is, we must 
confess, unsatisfactory. Perhaps this is due to the uncertainty which attends 
the subject. Something better than the material furnished in Chapter VI. on 
the form of Hebrew Poetry was certainly to have been expected. Synthetic 
parallelism, for example, should not be made to include cases in which the 
parallelism is one "of form only without any logical relation between the 
clauses." By no means enough is said, even for an elementary treatise, on the 
subject of strophes. Chapter VII. treats carefully and well of "the Hebrew 
text, the ancient versions, and the English versions." Chapter VIII. presents 
clearly, though not as historically as might have been possible, " the Messianic 
Hope." Under the heads "Royal Messiah," "Suffering Messiah," "Son of 
Man," "the coming of God," and "the nations," this material is grouped. 
Our writer finds no directly prophetic psalms among them. They were written 
in view of contemporary events. This is true of Psalms, even of 2, 45, 22 and 
no. And as to the fulfilment of them it is said : " Inspired words are spring- 
ing and germinant in their very nature ; they grow with the growing mind of 
man. They are fulfilled, not in the sense that their meaning is exhausted, and 
their function accomplished, but in the sense that they are enlarged, expanded, 
ennobled. What is temporary and accidental falls away, and the eternal 
truth shines forth in its inexhaustible freshness and grandeur." Chapter IX. 
considers (i) the relation of the Psalms to the ordinances of worship, (2) the 
self-righteousness of the Psalmists, (3) the so-called imprecatory psalms, con- 
cerning which many valuable considerations are put forth, but not in an 
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orderly or systematic manner ; (4) the future life ; the germ and principle of 
the doctrine of eternal life are found in Psalms 16, 17, 49 and 73, but no clear 
and explicit revelation on the subject. 

In the treatment of particular Psalms we are compelled to express regret 
(i) that the introductory material in each case is not more full and distinct ; (2) 
that the historical element in the interpretation is not allowed to have a more 
prominent place. 

Perhaps we do not appreciate the limitations under which the author worked, 
viz., the great uncertainty which undoubtedly attends any effort to assign the 
Psalms historically and the small amount of space at the writer's command ; 
and yet we believe that in spite of both these limitations a result more satisfac- 
tory than that before us could have been reached. The Psalter, after all, is 
nothing if not historical ; and any treatment which fails to do justice to its 
origin and growth, and to the special ideas found imbedded in the group 
of Psalms peculiar to each century, is at all events not a final treatment. In 
asking for something more definite, are we asking for what cannot scientifi- 
cally be furnished ? We believe not. 

We agree with the author in assigning Psalm 2 to the time of Solomon, and 
in his typical treatment, rather than in a direct prophetic interpretation : and 
in his general interpretation of Psalm 22, although there can be sUght doubt 
that the Psalm was originally the utterance of the Jewish nation in exile, for- 
saken alike by men and God. 

And now, in spite of a feeling already expressed, that the book is not what 
we had expected, not what we had a right to expect from one who had done 
such splendid work as Professor Kirkpatrick, we must say in closing, that, 
everything considered, it is the best ' ' help " on this subject to put into the 
hands of the ordinary Bible student. There is no reason to suppose that the 
volume of Prof. Cheyne will, in any sense, take the place of this volume. The 
book shows everywhere careful and painstaking work. It is a good book ; it 
was greatly needed ; it will do great good. 



